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% The State Highway Department in Pennsylvania once set out
to build a bridge, working from both sides. When the workers reached
the middle of the waterway, they found they were thirteen feet to one
side of each other. Alfred Steinberg, writing some time ago in the Saz-
urday Evening Post, went on to explain that each crew of workmen had
used its own reference point.

There is 2 small bronze disk on the Meads’ ranch in north central Kan-
sas where th& thirty-ninth parallel from the Atlantic to the Pacific
crosses the ninety-cighth meridian running from Canada to the Rio
Grande.

The National Ocean Survey, a small federal agency whose business it is
to locate the exact position of every point in the United States, uses the
scientically recognized reference point on the Meads’ ranch. So far, no
mistakes have been made, and none are expected.

All ocean liners and commercial planes come under the survey. The
government can build no dams or even shoot off a missile without this
agency to tell it exact locations—to the very inch.

“Location by approximation,” the article goes on to say, “can be costly
and dangerous.”

The Reference Point for the Christian is the Bible. All values, judg-
ments, and attitudes must be gauged in relationship to this Reference
Point.
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-- Conscience convicted Herod.

-=- Thought John the Baptist
had ri#en from the dead.

F

Conscience Fund in every met-
ropolitan city post office in
the United States. |

\
Mon gives himself up a few |
weeks ogo, after 30 years,
for murder.

F

-- Conscience.

th: Charles the Ninth of Spain,

the murderer of the Huguenots,
said to his doctor:

Ll




Conscience...?2

"Doctor, for months | have
been in a fever, physically

and spirjtually. |If only | ;
had spared the innocent, the
|

wedk-minded, and the cripples;"

ILL: Gharles the Second of Spain
could not sleep except a

!

priest and two monks were in
his becdroom.

;Lke Richard the Third who murder-
ed his two nephews often got
up in the night, toeck his
sword aond fought with spirit

foes.

Y500 and said:
leep, 1'11
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Conscience...3

(:::) %g%a.ana.i‘§$_smitten with shame

and fear. They knew they were
noked and hid themselves.

C::7 Esgu -- sold his birthright with

profane indifference, yet what

he would not have given years af-
terwards, could he have changed
his father's mind.

@ What bitter tears a few moments'
‘ pleasure cost him.

3 _ABgb -- "Hast thou found me, Oh,

mine enemy?" (1 Kings 21:20)

——

Why should Ahab address Eli jah
as an enemy when o short time be-
fore they had parted as friends?

The very spot where they met gives

the answer. |t was the vineyard
of Naboth which Ahab had obtoin-
ed by murder.

o
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Conscience.. .4

C:D,;HHHHL'""" the very moment of
his success found his bitterest
remorse.
<§> ﬁilig, the judge =-- trembling
before the prisoner because he
was the slave of a guilty conscience.
; Romans 2:15 --
®

“%hich shew the work of the
law written in their hearts,
their conscience aolso bear-
ing witness, and their thoughts
the meanwhile accusing or else

excusing one another."

Someone has said:

"Conscience is g_persondal vi-

gilant eye before which every

@ Lmugination; thought; and dct
is held up to censure or ap-

proval." Bt i b
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Conscience...d

& God has pluced within each_one
us somethlgg that cries aloud a-

gainst us whenever we do anything

that we know to be wrong.

is the dd\ectixé which

watches the trend o'f qur steps and

ecries every conscioy§ transgression,

LILL: An Indidh'e dgfinition:

"It is g\littlg three-
cornep@d |thing linside of me.

Whe J,’dowrongﬁ it turns
afound and\ hurts me very

muchj but if | keep on do-

ing/wrong, it wit} turn so
mug¢h that the corhers be-
and \it does

jot/ hurt me ahymore."

codme worn of

A Comme*cfhl airlines of the
United States transport hun-
dreﬁé of thousands of pass-
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Conscuence
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, millions of miles
hii) with very few
disasters, due to o remark-

able device known as the

"Egg}g beam."

=< We, too, have o beam 9: ggxige

1'QQE ond_gu |g nce, which we call

consgignge.

R

Emmanuel
of Pure

bneast/of bn

Conscience -- the moral judiciary

in the

of the soul. (let=chmriffr—wot=law

Cut=juye >

Conscience -- does not lay down a
law - but warns of the existence

of a law J



== |t is like a magnetic needle --
indicates the existence of an

unseen power.

Co

--[[Consciencey is
fi;;lor |

and can be our worst enemy.

—%==2 There are no punishments or re-
wards comparable to those of

conscience.

-==—The Psalmist said: "Man's con-
science is the lamp of the eter-
nal,"

-="|n other words, conscience

is God's lamp within man's

breast.
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Conscuence ‘7
al Mose&s thu
cib Sinia,
i
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Conscience...8

at the crea-

BLL 2 © - 1T 892991.%2\ Los
tion of man; Mi
the mouth of th

words:

t
lton puts into
Creator these

" wil\ put my umpire --
i

consc |

ence -- in his breast.’

Men, hundreds|of years ago, -useed
a magic ring;-mh+eh
whenever an ¢vil thought pass-

ed throught the mind of him

who wore the/ \ring, or whenever

he was tempted to do an evil

deed, the r/ing pressed painful-

ly upon hig finger.

-- Each one of\ us wears d ring
more wonderful than the fa-
bled magic ring.

The is conscience.

e 5han may or may not obey, but
conscience faithfully does its

part. ‘



Conscience...9

=1t is a red light flashing in our

souls. /%%Z/&£/%%¥fan,ﬁ%y@@~»
In some socidl parlor, in some

quiet study, in o crowded street;

) : i ) i
in 0 business office, or in a 1
\

country lane -- temptation speaks
- ol
its seductive whisper, and'theré'

conscience has flashed its warning.

CONS C

(1) An_evil con

ohscience.

|

. I1. THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF SEVERAL KINDS OF
(e —— R e S e e A T

|

4Let us drow near, with a 1

true heart, in full assur-

ance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an

evil conscience, and our

@ bodies washed with pure wa-
ture."”
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== |n another place the Bible
talks about a defiled i

“Unto them that are defil-
ed and unbelieving is no-
Tﬂﬁng pure; but even their’

minﬂ and gggig!ggge is ge-
Tiled."”

~«®¥ |s it possible for the very
thing that tells us when we
are knowingly wrong to be-

come itself debauched?

f@%“’“ Can a little bell that is sup-
posed to ring and give us d

clear notefbecome cradcked so
that its note will be false?

This is true when you re ject
the voi i e.

|ts voice will grow weaker and
wedker until finally it will
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Cdnscience..;ll

approve the wrong and become evil
- ———

itseI;_

/{fi will begin calling evil "good
ond it will call the goo I"evil?

/{i,will put darkness for "light"
and light for "darkness."

Li*will say that bitter is sweet
and that sweet is bitter.

ILL: GYydgsjpers| gnd |immora ,iDJrﬁ%t
a evidl c ciences.
ILL: Days of Nooh when | inations
and thoughts of thexXhearts of the

ere w ontinually.

"God\gave them
A
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Conscience...12

#For then would they not have ¢
ceased to be offered? because
that the worshippers once purg-

ed should have had no more con-
—— —ﬂ -
science of sins."

(1) You may have no _conscience for
sin because you have slain your

conscience. /4 gMLMwﬁ'?/m/

e

o (2) You may be given over to your
‘ own_selfishness and sin that

nothing you say, think, or do
will seem to matter.

(3) Your conscience has been driven
C € ariven

away as a friend and g _counselor

and‘géﬂ&é!gggg in the form of

remorse.
POEM:
@ '_'Goodbye," | sa to \my’ conscience,
"Goodbye, for and/ aye,"

And | put her/han off harshly, and
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Conscience...13

turned my flace away ;

And consc/ience i Yten sorely returned
not froy 0 da

But time e whén my spirit grew weary
of its

And /I cn 'Comé back, my conscience,
| Yong f} s€e thy face b

But condcienice cridd, "I cannot; remorse
Jits i y place."‘

~~= Many people ask: "Wh -
pardonak

e —

ner of sin shall be for-
unto men: but the blas-

49 "There fore they could not believe."

— A A o Ay /ﬁ% 1 G,
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Conscience...l4

| John 5:16 =--
LS e i

-There js o sin unto death.,"

<= fijly Spirit shall not always

strive with man.?"

—= "Ephraim is joined to his idols;
let him alone."

<= This sin is not some particular
sin, like murder, adultery, or

drunkenness.

It is a_condition of the heart

rather than a particular sin.

The Pharisees refused to believe
Christ time after time. They

had seen many evidences of His
deity, hQut they refused.

After a while they had so hard-
enecd their hearts that they were

saying that He was of the devil.

The condition of the heart, with

e T S O
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Conscience...15

its dead conscience could be for-
given,“but they had

asf-?gg IQFE}VeneSS.
Put bandage on an eye, and after
a while the eye cannot see.

r
r

I7

=

Tie your grm, and after o while,
you cannot 1lift your arm.

r
r

3

‘ Put a stopper on your gar, and after
@ o while you cannot hear.

=% Continue to refuse Go0d's call;
and after a while you cannot

hear.
[§> A_convicting conscience.

John 8:9 --
—

"And they...being convicted by
their own conscience, went out

one by one."

<="The Holy Spirit uses conscience to

O

convict.



f Conscience.

ﬁ Howe ongcience hnot revoke
1 its s ten e \or su nd its
| meni/

It_gpnnot heal the wound which it
inflicts.

== |t cannot wash out the stain
of the soul. |
- T == |t cannot undo the past.

® #= |1 cannot cover up the trans-
gressions, for its business is
not to cover up but to uncover.

=% Hence it is that !g_all heed

g

the great mercy of God in

Christ, whose blood cleanseth
us from all sin.

#% Christ alone can say to the
conscience, "Be still."

./6:me,then, to the foot of the cross--
® Zéthe cross whereg, who persecuted
Christ, found pedce.

S Bl v e S
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Conscience;;.17

®
l/@%'Where ggxgc, who denied Him; found peace;

(/QfAnd where the thjef who reviled Him

found pedce.

"Though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow."

ILL:

Paul said in éﬁ‘i.‘ii*;--

“Brethren, | have lived in all
good conscience before God until

this day."

%% Conscience is not infallible in
making a choice.

In fact, choosing is not the mission
® of-econscience,

N e L R e S A
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Conscience...18

Cohscience merely tells us whether
the choice which we make is daccord-
ing to our honest conviction.

ILL: Cunard steamship thought
it was within two hundred.

miles of Nantucket shores.

Suddenly the Lookouj cried:
"Land, Ho!"

They had miscalculated by
200 miles becaouse d single
nail driven before leaving
Liverpool, by the carpenter
in putting up a stove -- it
had done its work iieadigy
and §g£gly upon the needle,
and nearly hurled the ship

into the rocks.

Conscience is the needle. Some
AR N
secret sin is the nail.




