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COUNTING THE COST

IH‘RODUCTION:

~— Thousands of young people coming

| to Christ.

[EXT.  Luke 14:27-33
\

== Whot does it mean to "come to Christ"?

-— Christ said: "Count the cost."
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= Wlhen you come to Christ you mist
- count the cost of your EQEY, MIND

and HEART

//j%f'He must be Lord of all three.
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= "| keep under my body" (l_Corinthians_9:27)

—~= The Bible is full of stories of

people who were not able to control

the pagsions and appetites of the body.



ILL: Eve
AR
-~ saw the forbidden tree wos good

for food -- flesh

== WOS pleasant to the eyes - eyes

f7/g tree to be desired - pride of life

~Driven from the Gorden of Eden.

== Not just oncient history

- |t is os modern as_you

= You can redd it on the front Qage of

every newspaper every day.

== LUST of the flesh
-— Lust of the eye

~ Pride of 1life

= | John 2:15-1T7
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= so0ld his birthright for mess
of pottage

~=% Esauy was hungry and all he

could think about was satisfying

his hunger

(@ = Jacob wanted his birthright and
he sold it.
— "And he did eat and drink
| and rose ug and weht hig way.“

= How many of you have done exactly

the same thing?

(.-«f’g__iau thought nothing of it at the moment.
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o _ Maode o shipwreck of his life in

P

one moment.

His bitter sobs could not change it.

Samson

strongest man in history

\

defeated an entire army with
the jowbone of on ass
~ defeated o lion in battle

~= but another lion, the lion of

his own body, he gcould not control.
- Beautiful Delilah.

—=— Destroyed by lust and sex.
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ILL: Famous psychiatrist said

== Wwithin 5 years the majority of
hospitals in America are likely

to be filled with gggk;uaqawusers

suffering from damaged brains.

‘®

CILL: Girl wrote to Ann Landers

 5§‘ signing herself

_;"'“Qrazy punk trying to come-baqk"

T —

== "l'm-17, a high school drop-out

1A

~and no writer,’ she wrote,
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@ -~ But | have something to say.
You hedar so much about kids
blowing groass, getting zonked
on pills, and stoned on booze.

//1've gone every route you can
think of

,/71'm off everything now and |

—

hope it isn't too lote. Maybe |'ve

& olready burned my broins out and

fixed it so my children will be

born deformed or retarded.

"l have only one thing to say to

the . . .{others) who are messing
around trying to turn themselves on:
You won't find ony answers there.

Something that goes up must come down,
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| "and when you come down you will be

@!Qh,lgﬂgr than you were to begin with."

23$§§X1’

== Sex-saturated culture

(irsS>Peer pressure
ﬁﬁ? frlends classmates teammates
_;ﬂe In essense they say "conform or

get lost &

'$=¥‘No one enJoys losing friends.

= What does the Bible say?
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® '_'Nor the works of the flesh are

adultery, fornication,

uncleonness, lasciviousness."

i
i
manifest, which are these:

>— Jude_10 : "These be they who

separate themselves, sensual nnd

not having the Spirit."

« Premaritol sex relations.

»= 11 _Corinthians_6:18: "Flee
fornication. He thot committeth
fornication sinneth against his

own body."
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@ ILL: The devil; through Tv; films; books
e

soys

2 i "do i.t."

-- The Bible worns:
-- Donft do it

-- obstain from fornicotion.

® 3. _Gluttony:
ILL: One out of every 3 odults in this |
A -

country is believed to be overweight."

ILL: Daniel in Babylon purposed in his
heart that he would not defile

himself.




cost...12/13 /9a¢}

== Philippians 3:19: "Whose end is
destruction, whose god is their

appetite ond whose glory is their

shome, who mind eorthly things."

-— The body -- then the mind.

|1. THE MIND:

== "Bringing into captivity every thought

to the obedience of Christ”
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ILL: No American has an 1.Q. above 180.

“Bnly a dozen have apout 180;

~nly 3,000 - 170; 75,000 - 160;

and so on down.

'///)ﬁﬁijggg God will hold you accountable
oy 2o e s L2
for thevmind %g has given”you.

(@

-'lgkt_A'penny for your thoughts.

&
B

~= But your thoughts are worth far more

than a penny.

~= The true wealth of your life is in

your thoughts.
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== Literature, television, radio are
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competing for your thoughts.

" ILL: There was a classified ad in a

newSpaper which read:

"For sale, Encyclggaedia'BriianQng.

ing' 1A}

Never used -- my wife kngﬂgwglgg

- The Bible says» |
o "S;udx to show thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not

"to be ashamed."

~==An idle mind is the devills

workshon. Give your mind to Christ
and you'll give it to His Word.
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-—= The Scripture says

— "He that_ruleth his spirit is
greater than he *hat toketh
o city" (Proverbs_16:32).

>Your mind

= 0 heaven or o hell

=~ When you come to Christ you must

bring your mind.

/S/.,z/
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= Paul wrote to the Philippians (4:8):

-~é?ﬁngtsoever things are true,

—————

/ﬁhgiggglgr things are honest,

é/@hatsoever things are just, ’/haTSOever 

| thlngs are pure /@hatsoever things

are lgxglyc//%atsoever thlngs are of
good report; if there be any virtue,

and if there be any praise, think

on these things."

//gfﬁ Many minds here tonight are filled
| with pride, an er, envy,
and hatred.

=== The rgmedy is to let Christ take control
( of the mind and bring every thought into
@ captivity.

. T /%E/cﬂ
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=== Payl taught "we have the mind of Christ"
~and exhorted /41et this_mind be in

you which was also in Christ Jesus."

— Jesus Himself said, "Thou shalt love

the Lord thy God with all thy mind."

S

;ﬁ’EyJ}thpu hts are the suicide of

AT A e S

® e soun.

‘2ffThe Bible speaks of those who have

hostile minds:

~—= minds were blinded,

== ) @Q%ﬂ
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== troubled in mind

= Some have blown their minds on drugs.

= The Bible promises

[ransformed by the renewing of

- your mind."

(@

= The Bible promises you a "sound mind."

God shall keep your mind.

I

= "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on Thee."

(@
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®
g HabaKKuK promlsed "Then shall his

_ningd change.'

=== The Lord has actually asked you to /)
| chanqe your mind, /gnd He wnll chanch/

r_,_..__

your heart."

<‘f’ We read in Acfs 28:6 that when ‘chey were
Come*l-H'm they Qﬁinggd their_minds.

= |t will ghange when you have the

"humility of mind,/{%é réadingss of
i J e -

mlnd,/ihe wnlllngfngd_to give your

whole life to Jesus Christ as Lord."
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a— Paul told the Corinthians that

there must be first o willigg mind.

I11. THE HEART:

>~ The Bible says in Proverbs 6:18 that
you have g heart thot deviseth wicked
. i .

/8£%

=~ Jeremigh_17:9: "The heart is deceitful

obove all things ond desperately

wicked. Who con know it?"
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1 ILL: A doctor's receptionist was
approached by a man who obviously

needed help.

-~ Asked for his name the man

answered, "Charles Burdan."
== = e i

—

_please," asked the

( receptionist.

== Replied Mr. Burdan:

: ’ { ;
D as in dyspepsla,

"A' as in agute anxlely,
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== The Bible says man's heart is in

| rr . b
==zJesus said "For from within, out of
the heart of men, proceed gxil;ihggghts,

adulteries, fornications, murders,

"Thefts, covetousness, wickedness,

deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye,
b S — . -— T

o

blasphemy, pride, foolishness:

"All these evil _things come from

’ﬁi;giﬁ:4and,defi1e the man" (Mark 7:21-23).

G e e G Gt g o

== The Bible teaches it is far from God.

——

@
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<—d "Thls people draweth nlgh unto Me

with their mouth And honoreth te
wnth thelr llps but the!g heart (s

T e oun T e e e

== Because man is a sinner, he is lost.
d ‘ ) S i s T e m

(/,énge is born that way, and he ecannot

® account for his conduci on any other

basus than (as the film tttle sand)
| 65‘" we are %& l;osers

== The Bible teaches you have a
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=% Jeremiah 0:23 "But this people have a
B = T S e s

revolting and a rebellious heartr¢¥%ey

are revolted and gone."

= Your heart can be hardened.

- "Pharaoh's heart is hardened,f

( == God knows the hgg&i}

— "Shall Egj_ggd'géarcﬁ,this out?
- for He knoweth the secrets of the
 heart" (Psalm 44:21).

== He searches the heart.

===~ "| the Lord’éqi;cﬁ the heart,

P s Gmun Gem Gmn Gwe Geuw GEme CEEn Guew G e e eoes
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—= The pendalty for o sinful heart is

death and judgment.

>~ Throughout the Scriptures we have

the expression "the blood of Christ."

- |t means thaot His heart bled for

your sins.

=~ God prepares your heort for Christ.

> Proverbs _16:1: "The preparotions of

the heart in mon is from the Lord."
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== God will give you a new

— Ezekiel 36:26 "A new heart also

— . R

will | give you."

o

gz:ichrist said "Except a man be born
o 2l o

—~——Acts_16:14 "Whose heart the Lord

again,

“he cannot see the Kingdom of Heaven."

== "A godd man out of the good treasures
of the heart bringeth forth good things"

(Matthew 12:35).

(@
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A shop, dirty, shabby, drab,

== He redecorates it, makes it

attractive.

= "Therefore if any man be in Christ,
( he is a new creature."

—= When you come tdChrist you must come

wnth your g&g;

HEART

== ] am going to ask you to choose Christ
tonight.

(0
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ILL: A great psychologist 5A4:4

B -- "over and above the circumstances
which control all of us, there
exists an Lhner experience
choice which is very important."

of

= S0 important is the matter of choosing
< Christ, the Bible says, that Heaven or
@ | | =

Hell'turns on it.

- == The Bible says you can choogse Christ
or chaos; Satan or the_Saviour; .
life 2£‘dea;bi
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Jﬂ“"overheard conversing one day
—~* one referred to her horoscope
=== gaid the other, "I didn't know

you believed in astrblogy."

HI

az-tqg%ﬂ'came the reply, believe

rything a little bit."
IR RS ‘ R RN AN A

=== Thousands of you here tonight believe

a "Little bit" in Jesus Christ.
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z== Tonight | am going to ask you'fo

believe with all y
mind, ﬁnd all your bddx.

our heart, all your .

lentally agcept the fact that Jesus

R i

Christ died and rose again for your sins;

L<iigw-|ﬁ your heart ask Him to come in and

Bt
;
|

== and with your body come

- ST,

@
BG/sw

,'bé yoOE Sav]bur and Lord;

Jiggggrd and present

yourself in person, confessing Him as

God énd:Kfng.'

rules the heart, mind andﬁbody.A

Peace floods the




